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whose image is to be found in the enclosure outside of their
huts. The image consists of the head of an axe, a stone
from the river, and a twig or long stalk of grass planted
between them in the ground. About this god they scatter
the first-fruits of their harvest, and when they brew beer they
pour some of it on him.1 Of the Bantu tribes of South
Africa in general we are told that they might not eat of
the new crops till the chief gave them leave to do so.
When the millet was ripe he appointed a general assembly
of the people at his residence, which was known as the
Great Place ; he then performed certain rites, and in par-
ticular he offered a small quantity of the fresh grain to the
spirits of his ancestors, either by laying it on their graves or
by casting it into a stream. After that he granted the
people permission to gather and eat the new corn.2

Among the Maraves or Zimbas, a tribe of the Upper Zam- Sacrifices
besi, bordering on the Portuguese territory, it is trie custom ^ftrsst^
that first-fruits of all produce must be offered to the spirits of Central
the dead (muzimos), to whom they attribute all the good and     lca"
ill that befall them.    Every year at harvest-time the offer-
ings are brought to these mighty beings.     Small portions
of all kinds of fruits, together with cooked fowls and pombt
(the native intoxicant), are carried in procession, with songs,
dances, and the beating of drums, to the burial-ground, which
is always situated in a grove or a wilderness and is esteemed
a sacred place; no tree may be felled and no animal killed
on the holy ground, for the natives believe that a spirit of
the  dead  is  present  in   everything  within   the   precincts.8
Among the Yaos of British Central Africa "offerings are
made to the spirit world or to mulungu as the great agency
in the affairs of human life.    Outside the village, or beside
the head-man's hut, may often be seen a rough shed.    In
this are placed the first-fruits of the new crop, green maize,
beans, pumpkins, peas,  etc.,  as  a  thankoffering from   the
villagers for their harvest.     This is described  as  kulomba
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